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Igniting the Torch
TORONTO 2015 Pan Am/
Parapan Games Torch Relay
Announcement October 1,
2014 at the Toronto Eaton
Centre.
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Welcoming the Torch con’t…
The excitement of the Torch Relay was announced
October 1, 2014 at the Toronto Eaton Centre!
Council lor Stacey Laforme represented the
Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation to
provide welcome to the traditional Territory.
Councillor Laforme told the crowd, “We were, and
remain today, part of the Three Fires alliance of the
Ojibway, Potawatomi, and Odawa Nations. We have
a long history that fits very well with the symbolic
gesture of the torch relay. We are excited that the torch will visit many communities, many
people, many cities and many First Nations as it passes through our traditional Territory.”
Councillor Laforme continued to remark that, “Many people will recognize that the torch
represents the beginning of the Pan Am/Parapan Am Games and symbolizes competition
based on mutual respect and desire to succeed. I personally believe that the Games allow us
all to be better today than we were yesterday not only as individuals but as nations. What
more could one ask?”
The traditional flame lighting at the Pyramid of the Sun in
Teotihuacan, Mexico will take place in May 2015. From there
the flame will be flown 15, 000+ kms landing in Toronto on
May 30, 2015 for the first day of the TORONTO 2015 Torch
Relay. The torch will then travel 5000+ kms visiting more than
130 communities until it make its final stop on July 10, 2015, at
the Opening Ceremony of the TORONTO 2015 Pan Am
Games!
The TORONTO 2015 Pan Am Games is looking for 3000
volunteer torchbearers to proudly carry the torch to 130
Ontario communities in a 41-day journey. Please visit the
website below for more information.

To register and learn more on becoming a torchbearer
please go to: www.toronto2015.org
#CelebrateAndShare
2

Pan Am Games Secretariat

Volume 3

December 1, 2014

PAGS NEWS BRIEFS
PARAPAN Chefs de Mission Seminar

PAGS Elders Advisory Council

On Oct. 28, 2014 the chefs de mission from 27
countries met in Toronto to review the planning for
t h e T O RO N T O 2 0 1 5 Pa r a p a n A m G a m e s .
Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation Chief
Bryan LaForme was there to welcome the delegates to
the traditional Territory. The Chefs de Mission have
responsibility for developing the vision and critical
path for the Games.

To ensure the TORONTO2015 Pan Am/Parapan
Games follow appropriate First Nation protocols
and represent traditions and ceremonies in a
respectful way, the Pan Am Games Secretariat
(PAGS) of the Mississaugas of the New Credit
First Nation has formed an Elders Council. Elders
have knowledge of
traditional teachings and
model living in a Good
Way.

In his welcoming remarks, Chief LaForme said, “The
TORONTO 2015 Parapan Am Games oﬀers us a real
opportunity to make a commitment to legacy
opportunities and elevate the Paralympic Movement
both locally and globally. It also aﬀords a prime
opportunity to show we care as a society about
making our society more accessible for those facing
special challenges.”

Waneek Horn-Miller has oﬃcially been named Canada's
assistant chef de missions for next summer's Toronto 2015
Pan American Games. Horn-Miller hopes to use the
platform to help inspire Aboriginal youth!
After retiring from competition, Horn-Miller is now
working to encourage sports development in indigenous
communities.

Initial meetings were
held to discuss the
interest and potential of
forming an Elders
Advisor y Council for
the purpose of guiding
PAG S . In o r d e r t o
ensure we have the full
perspective of the
Mississauga Nations we
have extended the
Council to ally Nations
which include:

MNCFN Elder Garry Sault

Photograph by: Aaron Lynett
National Post
July 16, 2012

• Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation
• Alderville First Nation
• Hiawatha First Nation Mississaugas of Rice
Lake
• Curve Lake First Nation
• Mississauga First Nation

"That is why I work so hard in
the native world because I can't
even put words to how proud I
was, and the feeling of
empowerment (competing for
Canada)," she said. "There were
no special spots on the Olympic
team for native athletes, they don't reserve spots, you have to fight tooth and nail to
get it. And just that whole fighting tooth and nail and what that instills in a person, is
so important for so many people to learn. "And I want to give that opportunity and
help make the avenue a little bit easier for more athletes as they rise up and come
behind me." – Waneek Horn-Miller
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Niigaanibatowaad:
FrontRunners
In 1967 Winnipeg hosted the Pan American Games.
Ten outstanding First Nation boys were chosen to the
run 800 kms over 5 days from Minneapolis to
Winnipeg over an ancient message route with the
Games torch. When they arrived at the stadium they
were stopped and not allowed to enter with the torch.
Instead it was given to a non-Aboriginal runner to
bring the torch into the stadium.
Thirty-two years later, the province of Manitoba issued
an oﬃcial apology and during a special ceremony
Photo: U of Man. Archives
during the opening ceremonies of the 1999 Pan Am
Games hosted by Winnipeg again, seven out of the ten
First Nations men, now in their 50’s entered the stadium in war canoes. One of them holding
the Games torch.
On November 18, 2014 The Law Society of Upper Canada, together with the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada and the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation
hosted a Special Reconciliation Dinner to pay tribute and honour the FrontRunners of the 1967
Pan Am Games. The majority of FrontRunners were also Indian Residential School survivors.
In a gesture of reconciliation in sport and healing, five out of the ten original FrontRunners
were honoured with a special blanket ceremony. The Honourable David Peterson, Chair of
TO2015, invited the FrontRunners to participate in the Opening Games in July 2015.
MNCFN PAGS will continue to share the FrontRunners story and started by hosting an event
on November 19, 2014 that brought four of the FrontRunners to Lloyd S. King Elementary
School to meet and greet the students. The students and staﬀ proudly wore the Host First
Nation t-shirts as they listened to the FrontRunners share their inspiring stories of childhood
at Residential School, the importance of sport and their journey of healing. It was an honour to
have these inspirational men join us for the day. They were impressed with our community and
our children and expressed with great appreciation that they would like to return for a visit
when they come back for the Opening Ceremonies in July 2015.
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Top Row #left to right$
Commissioner Dr. Marie Wilson
The Honourable Justice Murray Sinclair
The Honourable David Peterson
Chief Bryan LaForme
Commissioner Chief Wilton Littlechild
Treasurer Janet E. Minor
Front Row #left to right$
FrontRunners William Merasty,
Fred Harper, Charlie Nelson,
Bill Chippeway, Patrick Bruyer
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Pan Am Games Secretariat:
Proposed Activities
The PAGS is following a Protocol Agreement with 18 outcomes laid out in how to approach the
Games and be involved. Based on a number of factors such as the timing of the Games, the size
of the Secretariat, etc. the following elements are focus areas going forward for PAGS.

1.

Opening the Games

Three Sacred Fires are symbolic of the Mississauga’s traditional and political alliance between
the Ojibwa, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations. The Three Fires Council still exists and continues
to hold gatherings. The Three Fires Ceremony will symbolize the renewal of this historic
alliance.
We envision the Three Fires will be the start of the Games. The intent is that the Three Fires
will remain lit throughout the Games. We are examining ways that we can incorporate all 6
Mississauga Nations and other First Nations to help us keep those fires burning throughout the
duration of the games. Based on the guidance of the Elders Advisory Council we are working on
this and will include the extinguishing of the Fires as well.

2.

MNCFN Education & Cultural Awareness

The cultural village will be modelled on a traditional Mississauga Village and will be located at
Fork York throughout the Games. The village will be sta&ed by community members in regalia
and will feature roundhouse structures, cultural activities & demonstrations, drumming and
dancing. The Cultural Village will give Games visitors a glimpse of a culture that lived lightly on
the land and in harmony with the natural world.

A grant application has been submitted to the Federal
Department of Canadian Heritage, along with three letters
supporting the application. The approval of this grant will
assist in o&setting the costs of the 3 Fires Ceremony and
the Cultural Village planned for Fort York.
With the support of our dedicated sponsors/partners we
hope to move forward with all of our initiatives planned
before and during the Toronto2015 Games and want to
make this a positive and memorable experience for all
involved.

!6

Pan Am Games Secretariat

3.

Volume 3

December 1, 2014

Hospitality

PAGS is looking at hosting a few events to bring VIP’s, dignitaries, athletes and the Mississauga Nations
together as an opportunity to celebrate and showcase our cultures, our communities and our children.
A Hospitality Suite at the Westin Harbour Castle during the Games is also in the planning stage. This
will be a central location for VIP’s, dignitaries, athletes, youth and others to engage, rejuvenate and
meet.

4.

Youth & Education Programs

The TORONTO 2015 Youth Summit is taking place on March 21 ! 22, 2015, at the Eaton Chelsea
Toronto as part of TO2015’s Building Legacies youth engagement program.
The purpose of the Summit and the Building Legacies program is to provide youth with opportunities
for personal growth and development by building stronger communities across Ontario. The Summit
will motivate and inspire youth to live healthy, active lives while providing the tools to build
communities rich in sport, arts and culture. Two youths will be chosen to represent MNCFN.

5.

Volunteerism

MNCFN is currently looking for volunteers to help with certain events before and during the Games.
We are currently in the process of creating a training package that will help assist our volunteers with
information they may need. Please contact Veronica King!Jamieson, Program Coordinator to learn
more about how you can get involved!

6.

Economic Development!

We are aware of opportunities to incorporate local
MNCFN artisans and businesses to produce unique
gifts and to participate in collaborative catering
services.
We will keep the community notified as these
opportunities arise. We have an artisans group that we
meet with regularly.
TO2015 has Pachi the Porcupine as their mascot and a
lot of cool o"cial merchandise. The Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation hopes to produce
unique items that reflect our culture.
We are currently in the process of brainstorming ideas. We would be pleased if you would share your
thoughts, ideas and o&er suggestions on what we could proudly produce as a unique item to share with
the world!
Contact us with your great idea today! Miigwetch!
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Our website is now live!
www.newcreditfirstnation2015.com

Our website was launched on October 10th to
promote our role as Host First Nation for the Games!
Please visit our website for the latest Pan Am news,
features on MNCFN culture and history, as well as
links to our Facebook page and to Toronto2015’s site.
Keep connected! Get involved!
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Moccasin identifier
maps Mississauga sites
Carolyn
King
#below$ holds the
stencil used to make
the first moccasin
identifier #right$ on
the base of a plaque
at the Credit
Conservation Authority. Carolyn King has worked
extensively with First Story Toronto and the Trans
Canada Trail/Pan Am Path to use the moccasin
identifier to mark sites linked to the Mississaugas of
t h e Ne w C r e d i t .
Vi s i t o r s t o t h e
TORONTO2015 Pan
A m / Pa r a p a n A m
Games will able to
a c ce s s a l i n k to a
mobile web page with
a multi! media
narrative description
#using GPS proximity,
Ne a r
Fi e l d
Communication chip
or 2!dimensional QR
bar!code$ and learn
about the connection of the Mississaugas of the
New Credit First Nation to six sites along the Trans
Canada Trail.

468 New Credit Road
Hagersville, ON " N0A 1H0
Phone: (905) 768-5858
pagsinfo@newcreditfirstnation.com
www.newcreditfirstnation2015.com
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